
CENTRAL OKLAHOMA ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL ASSISTANTS
MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING

June 24, 2009

**** Minutes being recorded and transcribed by Angela Owens in the absence of Secretary, Tawana Gray

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Sephy Palmerton, Greg Kennedy, Elaine Crawford, Sharon Coleman, Glenda Holden, Rebecca Perkins, Angela Owens

I. Meeting called to order by Sephy Palmerton, President.

II. Unfinished Business / Approval of Minutes:



A.  Minutes were not reviewed / approved due to Tawana’s absence.

B. Minutes from February, March, April and May are outstanding as of this date

III. Officer Reports:

President – Sephy Palmerton

A.   Sephy advises that the COALA website has been updated to include 2009 Officers and Committee members as well as Paralegal of the Year and Attorney of the Year information.  The website will soon contain copies of the Minutes available for review by Membership without her having to email them out.



B. Discussed outstanding minutes from prior meetings and will contact Tawana Gray to request same.

C. Discussed COALA / Positive Tomorrows “Christmas in August” and planning for this will begin soon

D. Advised the Board that Jackie Shafer will be making and donating the Positive Tomorrow’s Christmas Quilt again this year.
First Vice-President – Gregory Kennedy

A. Advises that David Prater has a conflict with speaking at the COALA monthly meeting in July, but that he will likely be speaking to Membership at COALA’s August meeting.
B. Has been in contact with Mike Joseph of McAfee & Taft as prospective July speaker and is awaiting confirmation.


2nd Vice- President – Elaine Haack -  Not present.

Secretary, Tawana Gray - Not present.
      Treasurer – Elaine Crawford

A. Advises that a Form 990-N has been filed, and accepted, with the IRS.  It was subsequently forwarded to the Attorney General’s Office.

B. Advises that this form needs to be filed yearly in order to retain COALA’s non-exempt status.

C. Board discussion had as to whether this responsibility will be added to the Treasurer’s description in the Bylaws.  The Board did not have majority members present, therefore this item will be voted on at the July Executive Board Meeting.

IV. Committee Reports

Education – Cheryl Dowis and Leah Brashear - Not present.

Membership – Rebecca Perkins


A.
Advises that COALA has a total of 89 members to date

Bar and NALA Liaison,  Sharon Coleman
A. Discussed nominations for NALA offices.  The Board reviewed the nominee’s resumes and voted for Debra Overstreet from Oklahoma City.  Advised that COALA vote will be made by proxy at the upcoming convention.
B. Advises that next year’s NALA convention will be held in Jacksonville, Florida.

C. Discussion had regarding the need to clarify with NALA the ethics portion of COALA’s Spring Seminar so that members will receive proper credit for same.

Placement – Glenda Holden

A. Present.  No report.

Public Relations – Carol Carrier and Angela Owens

A. Angela Owens present, Carol Carrier absent.

B. Angela Owens is working on website updates and will check into options for alternate websites which will make changes more efficient and possibly less expensive than what COALA is currently paying.
Publications, Tawana Gray - Not present.

Recruitment, Misty Shirley - Not present.

A.
Sephy reports on Misty’s behalf of the possibility of holding an after hours get together at the Redhawks stadium.  Misty is awaiting further information.
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